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with its select bibliography of American
cookbook history. Under “Browse the Collection,” creators of Feeding America supply suggestions for use of the collection
by listing areas of interest such as ethnic
influences, social issues, diet and nutrition, economy and frugality, homemaking,
regional, and the pertinent cooks. Links to
the appropriate passage follow each entry.
Because the language and tools of cookery
have changed drastically in 200 years, the
glossary of cooking terms, ingredients, and
tools is both necessary and helpful.
The site is user-friendly; one can browse
the books either by author, date, interest,
or alphabetically. Users can view images,
transcripts or PDFs of the pages; even the
pages from the oldest book in Feeding
America (1798) are surprisingly clear and
easy to read. There is also a basic search
option allowing for searches by author,
book title, recipe name, or ingredient.
The only disappointing aspect of Feeding America is the difficulty finding recent
additions to the site. The individual pages
list the most recent update as 2005, but a
2008 interview with the head of special
collections about the site is linked to the
main page. It is not clear if the digital archive has reached completion or if more
titles will be added.
Feeding America should have wide appeal to users with a casual interest in early
American recipes and cooking methods as
well as to researchers in academic areas,
including social history, ethnic studies,
women’s studies, and the history of marketing or publishing.—Kimberly Bartosz,
University of Wisconsin-Parkside, bartosz@
uwp.edu
The British Museum. Access: http://www.
britishmuseum.org/.
If you are interested in the history of
Great Britain, then look no further than
the British Museum Web site. The British
Museum site is a portal into the collections
of one of the great museums of the world,
designed for all ages and levels of interest.
October 2010

The designers of this site have created an
online resource that provides access to the
world’s history in a convenient manner for
all researchers.
The main menu of this site is located
at the top of each Web page. The menu
includes links to several pages, including
“Explore,” “Research,” and “Learning.” The
“Explore” page contains information related
to the museum’s themes, highlights, cultures,
online tours, galleries, young explorers, and
a history of the world. One can explore
online tours related to the continents or
various countries from around the globe.
For example, clicking on the “Europe” link
takes you to information and images of objects ranging from Michelangelo’s drawings
to coins used by the Vikings.
The “Research” page is a useful starting
point for any user of this site. It includes a
link to “Search the collection database.” This
database provides access to more than 1.8
million objects in the museum’s collection.
Of these, more than 500,000 are represented
by one or more images within this database.
The “Learning” page is valuable for students of all ages, providing resources for
teachers, adults, and children. The resources
for teachers include a page with ideas for
the classroom and visits to the museum.
The page even breaks down the resources
by primary and secondary students. “Web
resources” offers access to excellent sites on
ancient civilizations, including Egypt, China,
India, and more.
The site’s overall design is easy to navigate, considering the breadth of resources
that it contains. A search box located at the
top-right corner of the Web site’s banner
allows one to start a search from any page
on the site. In addition, there is a “site map”
link located within the footer of each page to
allow easy searching across the site.
The British Museum’s Web site’s ease of
use and access to an extraordinarily rich
variety of information makes it a premier
online resource for world history.—Tom
Sommer, University of Nevada-Las Vegas,
thomas.sommer@unlv.edu
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